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from time to time as the toes refused to heal. In the end,
however, the operations did prove successful and eventually
Loewe was able to walk well with special shoes.

Meanwhile they had discovered that the warmth of the ice-
chamber had affected the roof of their dwelling and there was
every possibility that the roof would collapse. This menace
they had to overcome by building supporting pillars.

On May 8 Sorge was busy drying clothes up above when
Georgi came out to make the midday observation. Suddenly
he asked, " Was that black spot away to the westward there
yesterday? " and, rushing to the theodolite, cried out, " The
motor-sledges! Wegener's coming! " They shouted the news
down to Loewe, and in a few moments the sledges with their
humming aeroplane motors swung round and charged up to
the station.

The rescue party came up crying out, <c Are Wegener and
Rasmus with you? " Then for the first time they all realized
that Wegener must have died on his return trip.